
INDEPENDENCE PARTNERS WITH CAROLINAS’ KICKIN IT CHALLENGE 
Will play May 8 match at Winthrop University in support 

 
ROCK HILL, SC (April 28, 2015) — The Charlotte Independence is excited to announce the club 
will play its May 8 match versus the Richmond Kickers at Winthrop University’s Eagle Field as a 
partnership with the Carolinas’ Kickin It Challenge, a local youth soccer tournament and auction 
that raises money for the fight against breast cancer.  

“We are grateful for the tremendous 
support we are receiving from The 
Carolinas' Kickin It Challenge and 
Winthrop University,” said Independence 
General Manager Tom Engstrom. “The 
Winthrop University soccer stadium is a 
great atmosphere to watch a professional 
soccer game. We are excited to be a part 
of this event and hope to partner with it for 
years to come.” 

The Carolinas’ Kickin It Challenge is 
entering its second year in York County 
and is well on the way to surpassing its 

2014 fundraising total of more than $60,000 for Komen Charlotte and Carolina HealthCare 
System’s Levine Cancer Institute. The Independence has committed to donating $7,500 to the 
cause and will present a check during halftime on May 8. 

“The Carolinas’ Kickin It Challenge is thrilled to host the Charlotte Independence on May 8 at 
Winthrop University as part of our entire weekend of events all geared toward raising money for 
breast cancer patient programs and research across the Charlotte region,” said event co-Founder 
Shana Shivel. “We look forward to partnering with the Independence for the first time to bring 
professional soccer to the area for our tournament players and fans to enjoy.” 

More than 70 top youth club soccer teams from across the Southeast are expected to participate 
in the tournament, including Rock Hill’s Discoveries Soccer Club. Independence midfielders Alex 
and Enzo Martinez are alumni of the Discoveries program. 
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Pictured from left: Independence players Alex Martinez and Enzo 
Martinez, Winthrop men’s soccer coach Rich Posipanko, Carolinas’ 

Kickin It Challenge co-Founder Dr. Sarah Morris, Independence 
General Manager Tom Engstrom



Tickets for the May 8 match will be sold on a general admission basis, starting at $12 each. 
Individual tickets are on sale now at charlotteindependence.com/tickets/single-game-tickets. 
However, tournament participants, their family members and groups of 15 or more can purchase 
tickets at a specially discounted rate. Please call the Independence office at 704-206-1515 for 
more information. 

### 

About The Carolinas’ Kickin It Challenge 
The Carolinas’ Kickin It Challenge soccer tournament will take place May 9-10 at Manchester Meadows in 
Rock Hill, with a Kickoff party scheduled for May 8 at Anne Springs Close Greenway Dairy Barn.  

For more information, please visit www.kickinitchallengecarolinas.com or connect with us on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/kickinitchallengecarolinas) and Twitter (@KickItCarolinas). 

Contact 
Shana Shivel 
Carolinas’ Kickin It Challenge co-Founder 
P: 704-293-4250 
E-mail: shanashivel@gmail.com 

About Charlotte Independence 
The Charlotte Independence joined USL as an expansion team in September 2014. The team, owned and 
operated by Queen City Soccer Club LLC, begins play in the spring of 2015. The goal of Queen City S.C. is to 
make Charlotte a better place to live by being the premier sports and entertainment company in our region 
through annual increases in both the quality and quantity of the events we provide for our community. 

For more information please visit www.charlotteindependence.com and connect with us on Facebook (/
charlotteindependence), Twitter (@CLTIndependence) and Instagram (@CLTIndependence). 

Contact 
Jillian Fay | @jillfay 
Communications Manager 
O: 704-206-1524 
E-mail: jfay@charlotteindependence.com
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